
Holiday Festival of
Lights & Music

 It seemed to us that during these 
difficult times, every one of  us could stand 
a gigantic infusion of  joy and beauty and 
laughter in our lives…a moment of  pure 
magic that lifts our hearts and brings us 
something wonderful to see and hear and 
feel. So, we thought, what better way, than 
to spend an evening amid dazzling holiday 
lights at riverside with jazz and caroling, 
with marvelous Christmas trees and model 
trains, with adorable animals, and good 
country food, or even looking in other 
people’s houses made wondrous for the 
holidays and richer, for the legends spun 
therein. We get a thrill just thinking of  it.

So, The Holiday Festival of  Lights 
and Music was born.

A year ago we started planning… 
thinking big and bigger, and even bigger 
still. Now, thousands of  lights are going 
up in the ancient live oaks. Several 
thousand more will adorn 25 Christmas 
trees decorated in various ways from a 
primitive theme with rusty tin, candles and 
homespun to elaborate trees shimmering 
with butterflies, acorns, fruits, flowers, 
elves, and a host of  other unusual 
ornaments, all and crafted from crystals, 
satins, beads, gold, silver, and velvets.

Area school children will have special 
trees to decorate. 

During daylight there will be the fun of  
wagon hay rides starting at 3:30 and at 

5:30, Santa will arrive in surprising 
“Southern style” to light the tallest tree 
and to give children gifts for the wild birds’ 
holiday. Santa will also introduce our 2010 
Spirit of  Christmas, a child chosen for 
his/her continuing contribution to the 
happiness and welfare of  others.

Free concerts begin at 6:45 in the pool 
house and will continue until closing at 
9:30. Famous jazz bassist, Ben Tucker, is 
the featured artist with his trio and vocalist 
performing jazz arrangements of  holiday 
songs from his Christmas album. Ben will 
play two sets, one at 7:00 and the last at 
8:15. There will also be community 
caroling, other special holiday music, and 
all concerts are included in the price of  
admission.   

If  you have never tried square 
dancing, this is the moment. This is one 
form of  merriment in which anyone at 
almost any age can participate and there is 
no shame attached to not knowing how. 
That’s what engaging professional caller, 
James Hurt is there to do…to put you at 
complete ease to enjoy this just-plain-fun 
time set to good, country music. In fact, 
we have had to extend square dancing time 
to one hour for each session, the first 
starting at 4:30, because people have so 
much fun they won’t stop.

 Christmas seems more like Christmas 
with electric trains nearby.  At the Festival, 

Continued on p. 2

inside this issue
Ben Tucker Profile...3

Ultra-Marathon...3
Wedding Garden...4

Holiday for Hermits...6

Cruise, Meredith’s nutty bay horse, 
the one that used his huge teeth to key 
the hood of  the vet’s brand new truck, 
has moved over to Spy’s pasture to 
entertain our guests, and he seems to be 
savoring the attention.   

Now he has been joined by miniature 
equines, Sassy and Clementine. If  you 
ever enjoyed Thelwell pony cartoons, 
Sassy is one… champagne-colored 
with tiny fine legs, a delicate head, an 
enormous belly (she has been a mom 
on several occasions) and a mop of  
mane and forelock any Thelwell 
aficionado would approve. She is also 
just as sassy.  Her baby, three month old 
mini mule, Clementine, (aka Saucy, in 
her professional life), was sired by a 
Sicilian donkey and has the stallion’s 
wonderful markings including the dark 
cross on her back and withers. 
Clementine may be a mule but she has 
the dish face of  an Arabian, is as finely 
built, and is just as irrepressible. She 
leaps around the pasture like a gazelle.

Cruise, meanwhile, has fallen madly

oh, my darlin’!
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three model railroad layouts will fill the first floor of  one of  Dunham 
Farms’ buildings. These include an elaborate “N” scale countryside, 
an HO gauge “Thomas the Tank Engine”, a long-time favorite 
with kids, and a traditional G-gauge model railroad that will make 
its way around the Christmas tree.  These beautifully detailed displays 
have been engineered and installed by, and are on generous loan from 
members of  the Middle Georgia Model Railroad Club who will 
man the exhibit during Festival hours.   

Dunham Farms is a major historic site and three of  its buildings will 
be open to the public. Palmyra Cottage, decorated circa 1840, will be 
open from 6-9:30. Palmyra Barn, a 1930 farm structure, adapted as a 
country inn, will be open 4- 9.  There will be guides in both buildings.  

An advance reservation for a timed ticket tour is advised for the 
third house which is limited to 90 visitors per night. This tour explores 
the main house built on the foundations of  the original 1755 home. 
The land was granted by England’s King George II and it is Georgia’s 
oldest coastal plantation still owned intact by the original land grant 
family. Private tours of  the house are small, 15 people, (ages 10 and 
up) in each group led by local historians who tell the fascinating stories 
behind the home’s history and its artifacts. The tour’s highlight is a 
beautiful twenty minute lute concert by noted musician, Christo-
pher Kohut, a lovely event that will take place in the glow of  Christ-
mas trees, candles and firelight. 

 Among its many historic preservation projects, Dunham Farms 
grows endangered seminole peas™. At the Food Service area you’ll 
have a chance to sample them made into dark, nutty Seabrook 
Hoppin’ John. The Service Area is also where country dinners and 
snacks will be served, while next door in the Gift and Garden 
Shops, special area handcrafts will be offered with artists in residence 
to discuss them.

The Festival of  Lights and Music is a benefit for award-winning 
Seabrook Village, the first African-American living history museum 
in the South. Funds will go to assist the non-profit Foundation’s many 
educational programs and the upkeep of  its buildings, an impressive 
collection of  vernacular architecture included on the National Register 
of  Historic Places. Stop by their information desk. It’s a joy to chat 
with these dedicated people who manage Seabrook’s 90 acre site with 
only volunteers, small donations, and determined hearts. The Festival 
is honored to support them. 

Festival green
Dunham Farms (formerly Melon Bluff) has a long, long conservation 
and environmental record and the Festival will be no different. We are 

using LED lighting at an 80-90% power savings.  Dozens of  light 
strands and up to 1,000 feet of  light rope will run off  a single 

household outlet and we’ve chosen certain types and colors because 
they draw fewer amps. Our heads ache from all the technology we have 

had to master in order to make this event “green” 
and yet visually amazing.

In addition, we are using many handmade decorations and those that 
will be recycled for years to come. They will be used differently each 

year so that future Festivals will be fresh and new while always 
enveloping us with the magic of  the season. 

General admission $10
 Seniors 62+ & Students 18-22 (w/ID) $8

Under 5: free.
Special Main House tours including lute 
concert are $15 in addition to general 

admission. Children on these tours must be at 
least 10 years-old. Space is limited; advance 

reservations required.
Hay rides run from 3:30-5:30 and are $2.  

Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Time-specific rides may be booked in advance or as space is available 
at Festival time. For information, advance reservations and group 
tours, call 912-880-4500 or e-mail us info@dunhamfarms.com. 

Tickets may be booked on line with a credit card.  Credit cards are 
also accepted by phone, mail and at the Festival. Pre-booked tickets 

will be held at the reservations desk in the entry tent for pick up upon 
arrival.                      

Gates open to the general public at 3:30 (earlier for 
pre-booked, special group tours) and close at 9:30 p.m. 2

Festival
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Profile: 
ben tucker, jazz bassist

By any estimate, Ben Tucker is a 
legend and a treasure. He is an 
impressive human being at every level 
and he fits the Festival idea of  offering 
glorious holiday music that adds real 
joy to the season. 

As a jazz bassist, he has performed 
with all the top musicians of  the day 
including Herbie Mann, Buddy Rich, 
Peggy Lee, Cy Coleman, Quincy Jones, 
Gerry Mulligan, Ellis Marsalis, Mose 
Allison, Charlie Byrd, Chris Connor, 
B.B. King, Gene Krupa, Marian 
McPartland, Ella Mae Morse, Errol 
Garner, Benny Goodman, Shirley 
Horn, Peter Nero, Mel Torme, and on 
and on. He has written over 300 tunes, 
including often-recorded, Comin’ Home 
Baby. He has performed world-wide 
and at elite events including the 
Newport Jazz Festival.

As if  that weren’t enough, Ben is a 
successful business owner. He owned 
and managed a radio station that 
soared to #1 in the market where it 
remained for 13 years, earning the 
attention of  the Wall Street Journal. In 
New York, his TV commercial 
production company won the 
prestigious “Clio Award”, comparable 
to the film industry’s Oscar. He 
managed a successful music publishing 
company and originated Savannah’s 
notable jazz club, Hard Hearted 
Hannah’s. 

Ben has been noted often on the 
national scene.  President Carter 
appointed him to the Advisory 
Committee for the Arts for the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. In addition, he served on the 
Georgia Fair Employment Practices 
Advisory Board and his testimony 
before Washington, DC committees 
resulted in changing the economic 
strata for black entrepreneurs. 

Most of  all, this charming man is an 
incredible musician. You are in for a 
wonderful evening, or, putting it on a 
personal basis, whether you want your 
holiday music to make you feel warmly 
mellow, or joyfully uplifted, Ben’s jazz 
will take you there.

holiday for 
hermits 

turns 10!
What started out as a way to run 

away from milennium madness has 
turned into one of  our most popu-
lar offerings. Running from the day 
after Christmas until New year’s 
Day, we offer a full complement of  
outdoor activities, movie nights, 
and delicious food for overnight 
guests. And for those seeking 
escape with--or without--holiday 
guests, Dunham Farms has day 
tours from kayaking to exploring 
the grounds to learning about the 
days of  Live Oaking. And the John 
Porter Stevens Heritage 
Camelli Garden will be beginning 
its colorful season with over 300 
antique plants. A 15% discount is 
available for overnight guests at 
Palmyra Barn who stay 2 or more 
nights. For a complete schedule of  
activities, see page 6 or visit us at 
www.dunhamfarms.com.
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Runners were the ones who insisted that we should do this …hold a real trail race through Melon Bluff ’s magnificent 2,300 acre 
nature and heritage reserve. They love its paths that wind gently up slopes and down, from uplands to quiet wetlands, through 
pine forests and majestic oaks and along the river marshes on roads that are always traffic-free. They believe that there is no more 
beautiful and inviting place to run the distance. They have already mapped and measured the trails, the longest being a full 40 
miles. So now it is real. The first Blockade Runner Ultramarathon, dually named for the sport and for the Civil War 
blockade-running ship sunk in the North Newport River off  Melon Bluff ’s dock. (There’s a story there, of  course.) 
Jenn Coker Champion is coordinating the race; visit our website for more information.

melon bluff hosts first blockade runner ultra-marathon
february  19. 2011



New Wedding Garden Opens 2011
Yes, everyone loves a wedding here amid 
the cathedral oaks, but it seemed time to add 
another choice, something entirely different.  
For years we had wanted to restore the 
plantation’s original formal garden, and last 
spring, we did. Now it has 10,000 square feet 
of  centipede grass, a white pergola, 
hundreds of  new daffodils, plus crepe 

myrtle, magnolia, ferns and the original 
camellias and azaleas that all take turns 
lending the garden year around splendor. 
Afternoons there are especially beautiful as 
light and shadows filter through the giant 
oaks to play on the lush green grass.

Dunham farms welcomes 
new pr team members

As we complete our transformation from Melon 
Bluff  to Dunham Farms, we are delighted to 
welcome Don Hoffman, Principal at HoffMedia 
LLC, to our team. A brilliant writer and creative 
talent, Don brings over 15 years of  experience in 
tourism marketing and branding. As Editorial 
Director for Morris Visitor Publications, he oversaw 
the global operations of  WHERE magazine and 

meet the staff

Evelyn Stevens has been with Dunham 
Farms for about 25 years.  She is our 
assistant inn keeper without whom Palmyra 
Barn would cease to function. She makes 
sure that your lodging is fault-free and at 
the Festival, she will be on site to answer 
visitors’ questions about Palmyra Barn. Her 
cheerfulness and helpfulness say 
“Welcome.” And she means it. She is an 
energetic Seabrook volunteer and church 
member who never stops doing kindnesses 
for others. 

Alonzo Bryant has managed our 
infrastructure for over 20 years, supervising 
everything mechanical as well as making 
the 35 miles of  trails, and 30 acres of  
immediate grounds fresh and beautiful.  He 
has served as a volunteer firefighter and a 

spent several years as 
editor of  the publication’s 
Paris edition. In addition 
to shepherding Dunham 
Farms into the world of  
social media, Don has 
launched our newly 
redesigned website with 
the expertise of  Ian 
Mundee and his team at 
StudioMundi.

first responder.  He is a Master Naturalist. 
As a board member, he supervises the 
nearby African-American riverfront park, 
he is studying to become a church deacon, 
and he never stops learning.  We 
congratulate him on his recent marriage. 
Alonzo is always there for us and his smile, 
generosity and enthusiasm are 
indispensible.

4

A New Orleans native, Don is fluent in several 
languages including French and Italian, is a 
professionally-trained opera singer, and enjoys 
writing humorous children’s songs.

madly in love with her. At first, 
he seemed to be having a 
nervous breakdown, racing up 
and down his pasture fence, 
whinnying and snorting while 
Clementine exhibited the 
disdain every beautiful young 
lady should, by ignoring him.  
Now, she sidles up the fence 
next to him. He leans over the 
rail and licks her from head to 
tail while she stands there 
enjoying every minute of  it. By 
some standard that must be 
love. By our standard, we’ll 
have the cleanest mule around.

Spy will be remembered as 
our staff  psychiatrist and 
public relations contact. Saucy 
and Sassy will also work, of  
course. They will become 
Dunham Farms’ media special-
ists for Meredith’s upcoming 
cook book, Sauce and Sass. And 
look for their columns in future 
editions of  Postscripts.

oh, my darlin’!
(Cont’d from page 1)



friends passing
They say that if  you live the country life you get 

used to such things but it is never the case. The past 
year has been filled with the loss of  our animal 
friends…two cats including Sasquatch, the remark-
able snowshoe Siamese, and barn cat, Tucker, goats, 
Cocoa and Pogo, and lastly, our wonderful gentle 
giant of  a friend for 20 years, our ox, Northern Spy.  
Spy defied all odds, living to be the equivalent of  100 
years old in human terms and as the vet who 
attended him said, “No ox ever had such a wonderful 
life.” How true. He really enjoyed people. All of  you. 
You were his fans and friends who brought him 
apples, who posed with him for pictures, and he 
loved you all. Appropriately, his last visitor was a man 
from Michigan who traveled all this way to present 
him with apples from his own backyard. Needless to 
say, their bonding was immediate.  

Spy is at rest now in his beautiful pasture, thanks 
to understanding friend, Buck Meeks, who buried 
him with great dignity… gently and with respect, 
facing forever East. Spy leaves memories of  his 
famous life that charm us and make us smile but he 
will be missed. Deeply and always.

Call for entries
3RD aNNUAL aRBOR dAY PHOTO 

COMPETITION
Melon Bluff ’s 3rd Annual Arbor Day Photo Competition is now 

accepting entries. Entry in this competition will be done online and 
constitutes an agreement to show the selected work should it be 
accepted. Entries will be accepted through midnight January 5, 
2011. Please visit www.dunhamfarms.com or 
www.melonbluff.com for complete details. Judge: Diane 
Kirkland, former state photographer, Artist-In-Residence for the 
Department of  Natural Resources, subject of  numerous books and 
inclusion in major newspapers in the USA and England. 
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Notification of  acceptance 
will be via email by January 
18th, 2011. This year’s 
exhibition runs from   February 
18-April 2, 2011. Accepted 
work should be delivered to 
Melon Bluff  Nature Center, 
2999 Islands Highway, 3 miles 
East of  I-95 Exit 76, any 
Saturday from noon–5 
beginning January 22nd but no 
later than Saturday, February 
12th.  Other delivery times 
must be made by appointment.

Accepted prints must be must be matted and framed in black; 
winning entries will be notified of  exhibition specs. Entries should 
include the artist’s name, address, phone number and email, the size 
of  entry including mat and frame, entry title, and sale price or NFS. 
All exhibited entries must be removed on one of  the following dates 
from 12:00–5:00 p.m.:  April 2, 9, 16, 23 or 30, or they must arrive 
with pre-paid return shipping included.  All uncollected entries will 
be stored at artist’s expense with no liability attached. 

SENIOR DIVISION, Ages 18+:  $ 450 PRIZE MONEY 
 Send up to 6 digital entries for a single $25 entry fee. 

JUNIOR DIVISION, Ages 10-17: $150 PRIZE MONEY
Send up to 4 digital entries for a single $15 entry fee. 

OPENING RECEPTION 
AND AWARDS

An opening reception and the 
awarding of  prizes will take 
place Friday, February 18, 2011, 
from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at the 
Melon Bluff  Nature Center.  
Judge Diane Kirkland will be 
present to answer questions and 
discuss work. The public is 
invited to meet the artists.

Photo by Diane Kirkland



It’s that time again when Holiday for Hermits fills the week 
between Christmas and New Year’s with fun and adventure during 
coastal Georgia’s very finest outdoor season. Camellia gardens will 
be starting to bloom and don’t forget the unforgettable food! Plan 
now, to share at least part of  this unique experience.

november

december
Sunday, December 26

12:30-2:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m.

Big tide kayak.
Afternoon plantation walkabout
Reception in the parlor
Dinner on your own

monday, December 27
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m. 
Noon
1:30-3:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Breakfast
Maritime forest walk
Lunch by reservation
Afternoon paddle
Guided walk to Sunset Reach to watch 
the sun sink below Whiskey Hammock.  
Smuggling folklore.
Dinner by reservation
Enjoy the beauty of  our holiday lights 
throughout the site.
Movie night at the Retreat. That’s Enter-
tainment

tuesday, December 28
7:15 a.m.
8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

2:30-4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunrise walk to Smuggler’s Cove
Breakfast
Hike and picnic on the fascinating Live 
Oaking Trail.
Guided afternoon paddle through five 
historic plantations.
Wine on the bluff  as the marsh glows 
into sunset
Dinner by reservation
Walk through the holiday lighted gardens 
and finish with coffee around the fire pit 
on the bluff.

wednesday, December 29
8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.

Noon

2:30 p.m.
3:00-5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Breakfast
Archaeology 101 at Dunham Farms.  At 
the Retreat.
Marsh hike and picnic at Wild Horse 
Hammock. A photographer’s dream.
Tour Ft. Morris on your own
Sunset paddle with wine and cheese on 
the dock following
Dinner on your own
Movie night at the Retreat Holiday Inn

thursday, December 30
8:15 a.m. 
9:30 a.m.
Noon
2:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

Breakfast
Guided tour of  Seabrook Village
Lunch on your own 
Maritime forest discovery walk
Reception in barn parlor
Country Dinner by reservation Sample 
Seabrook Hoppin’ John and other 
coastal delicacies.
Evening walk about
Coffee and sweets by the fire pit
Movie at the Retreat

Friday, December 31
8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m.

2:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

8:30 p.m.

Breakfast
Hike the Live Oaking Trail and picnic at 
the tower 
Guided plantation walkabout
High tea in the dining room
Dinner on your own.  
Movie at the Retreat My Favorite Year
Champagne to toast in the New Year

saturday, January 1, 2011
8:00-9:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.

Continental breakfast 
Check out. Thank you for joining us and 
have a healthy, happy and rewarding new 
year.  We mean it.

10th annual
Holiday for hermits Saturday, november 6

9:15-11:15 a.m. Another huge tide invites us to explore 
hidden places. $30/person

Sunday, november 7
9:15-11:15 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time ends, so sleep in 
& then paddle to Far Hammock on 
another huge tide. $30/person
Sunday Brunch. $20/person

Saturday, december 4 & 11
3:30-9:30 p.m. Christmas Festival of  Lights & Music

Sunday, december 12
2:00-5:00 p.m. Annual Christmas Tea with Gift and 

Garden Shop sale offering 20% 
discounts on all holiday items.

tuesday, december 21
8:00-11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

Big Tide Winter Solstice Paddle, 
$30/person
Holiday Brunch, $20/person
A delight for out of  town family & guests
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Dunham Farms Holiday Festival of Lights and Music

Ticket Order Form

Mail or Fax Only

Tickets are available online at www.dunhamfarms.com or by calling our office at (912) 880-4500. 

House Tour and Timed Hay Ride Tickets are limited. Orders will be filled in the order they are received. The submis-
sion of this form does not guarantee ticket availability. If you are purchasing House Tour  and/or Hay Ride tickets, 
please indicate your first, second and third choice of times in the area below the ticket order.

Plantation House Tour and Holiday Lute Concert by Chris Kohut (indicate 1st, 2nd & 3rd choices)

____Saturday, December 4 ____Saturday, December 11

____5:00-6:20 p.m.

____8:00-9:20 p.m.
____6:30-7:50 p.m.

Saturday, December 4
____3:30-3:45 p.m. ____4:30-4:45 p.m.

____4:00-4:15 p.m.
____3:45-4:00 p.m.

____4:15-4:30 p.m.

____4:45-5:00 p.m.

General Admission Only (Valid for December 4 OR December 11)

____   X  $8.00
# Adult ____   X  $10.00

____   X  $6.00
# Senior (62+)
# Child (5-17)

=______________

=______________
=______________

____   X  $8.00# Student (18-22) =______________

Method of Payment: (Check One):   ____Mastercard   ____Visa    ____AMEX       ____Discover    ____Check

Name on Card________________________________________

Mailing Address___________________________________   City________________ State____  Zip _______

Expiration Date (MM/YY)   ___________

Billing Address ___________________________________   City________________ State____  Zip _______

Telephone ___________________________________   E-Mail___________________________________

Please make checks payable to Dunham Farms. Please return this form with your payment to:
Dunham Farms, 5836 Islands Hwy., Midway, GA 31320 (FAX 912-884-3046) before 15 November 2010.

*Orders received after November 15 will be held at the Will Call table at the gate.

Hay Ride (Please indicate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice of time)

Delivery Method (Check One):     ____Mail to Address Below    ____Please hold for me at the gate (Will Call)*

____   X  $2.00 =______________

____5:00-6:20 p.m.

____8:00-9:20 p.m.
____6:30-7:50 p.m.

____5:00-5:15 p.m.
____5:15-5:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 11
____3:30-3:45 p.m. ____4:30-4:45 p.m.

____4:00-4:15 p.m.
____3:45-4:00 p.m.

____4:15-4:30 p.m.

____4:45-5:00 p.m.
____5:00-5:15 p.m.
____5:15-5:30 p.m.

TOTAL=______________

Plantation House Tour and Holiday Lute Concert (Age 10+) ____   X  $15.00 =______________

Hay Ride (Please indicate 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices)

DATE & TIME PREFERENCE FOR HOUSE TOUR & HAY RIDE TICKETS
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Dunham Farms
5836 Islands Hwy.
Midway, GA 31320
www.dunhamfarms.com

Join us for the last 
Full Moon Weekend of  2010

November 19-21
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

15% discount on all room rates
www.dunhamfarms.com

(912) 880-4500

Come visit our wonderful, whimsical Holiday Shop filled with 
unique gifts for everyone on your list. We will have regular 

hours from 11:00-2:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday between 
Thanksgiving and December 23rd. The shop is also open 

during the Holiday Festival on December 4th & 11th as well as 
by appointment. For more information, visit us online at 

www.dunhamfarms.com

Holiday Shop at 
Dunham Farms

Dinner, Moonlit Paddle
Sunrise Paddle, Breakfast, Plantation 
Walkabout, Moonrise-Sunset Watch 
with wine on the dock
Sunrise Shoreline Walk; Breakfast
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